
 

RELATIVE CLAUSES & PARTICIPIAL PHRASES EXERCISES 
 
Exercise 1: Gap-Fill with Complex Relative Clauses 

Instructions: Complete each sentence by choosing or forming a relative clause (defining 
or non-defining) or a participial phrase that best fits the context. Each completed 
sentence must form a natural, complex sentence. 

1.​ The architect, ______ designed the innovative museum, won numerous awards.​
 

2.​ The research paper, ______ was published last month, has already received 
critical acclaim.​
 

3.​ I visited the city ______ served as the ancient capital of the empire.​
 

4.​ The CEO, ______ announced her retirement, thanked her employees for their 
dedication.​
 

5.​ The novel ______ explores themes of identity and loss has been translated into 
several languages.​
 

6.​ We met a chef ______ creates fusion cuisine unlike anything I had ever tasted.​
 

7.​ The conference room, ______ overlooks the bustling downtown, is reserved for 
the board meeting.​
 

8.​ She adopted a dog ______ had been abandoned near the railway station.​
 

9.​ The painting ______ hangs in the gallery was restored after decades of neglect.​
 

10.​I received an email from a professor ______ specializes in medieval literature. 

 



 

Exercise 2: Combine Sentences into Complex Phrases 
Instructions: Combine each pair of short sentences into one complex sentence using 
either a relative clause or a participial phrase. 

1.​ The company launched a new product. It has received outstanding reviews.​
 

2.​ The scientist conducted a groundbreaking experiment. The experiment 
challenged traditional theories.​
 

3.​ The museum displayed an ancient artifact. The artifact dates back to the fifth 
century.​
 

4.​ The author wrote an insightful article. The article was published in a renowned 
journal.​
 

5.​ The chef prepared a sumptuous meal. The meal impressed all the guests.​
 

6.​ The engineer built a prototype. The prototype revolutionized renewable energy.​
 

7.​ The student won the competition. The student was studying abroad.​
 

8.​ The manager organized the seminar. The seminar attracted experts from all over 
the world.​
 

9.​ The photographer captured breathtaking images. The images were taken during 
a rare eclipse.​
 

10.​The teacher distributed handouts. The handouts contained valuable information. 

 



 

Exercise 3: Error Correction 
Instructions: Each sentence below has an error in its complex relative clause or 
participial phrase. Rewrite each sentence correctly. 

1.​ The scientist has discovered the breakthrough has presented her findings at the 
conference.​
 

2.​ I met a musician which plays the cello extraordinarily well.​
 

3.​ The conference, that was scheduled last week, has been postponed indefinitely.​
 

4.​ The book, written by an author who famous for his mysteries, is a bestseller.​
 

5.​ The director, whose announced the casting, is known for his innovative style.​
 

6.​ The car, which is built in Germany, it is renowned for its durability.​
 

7.​ The professor, who lecture was captivating, specializes in Renaissance studies.​
 

8.​ The film, that I watched last night, was it full of spectacular scenes.​
 

9.​ The garden, filled with flowers it attracts thousands of visitors, is remarkable.​
 

10.​The apartment, that overlooks the river, it offers a stunning view.  



 

Exercise 4: Multiple-Choice 
Instructions: Choose the best option that completes each sentence in a natural, 
grammatically complex way. 

1.​ The sculpture, ______ by a celebrated artist, was displayed in the national 
gallery.​
   a) who created​
   b) which was created​
   c) create​
   d) that is created​
 

2.​ I received a letter from Professor Lewis, ______, that explained the new research 
findings.​
   a) who has recently​
   b) whose work​
   c) whose theories​
   d) who is renowned for his studies,​
 

3.​ The novel ______ has been translated into several languages won the literary 
award.​
   a) that explores modern themes​
   b) exploring modern themes​
   c) which explores modern themes​
   d) its exploring modern themes​
 

4.​ The students, ______ the classroom was packed, listened intently to the lecture.​
   a) who, although​
   b) with which​
   c) where​
   d) whose​
 

5.​ The manager held a meeting with the interns, ______ impressed him greatly.​
   a) the fact that​
   b) whose performance​
   c) who performing​
   d) whose performance was 

 



 

6.​ The building, ______ recently renovated, now boasts state-of-the-art facilities.​
   a) having been​
   b) which has​
   c) that has​
   d) its having​
 

7.​ The recipe, ______, has been passed down for generations.​
   a) originated in Italy​
   b) originating in Italy​
   c) which origin is in Italy​
   d) and originating in Italy​
 

8.​ I visited the old manor ______ overlooks a scenic valley.​
   a) that​
   b) where​
   c) who​
   d) having​
 

9.​ The journalist wrote an article ______ widespread corruption.​
   a) who exposed​
   b) that​
   c) exposes​
   d) which exposed​
 

10.​The conference room ______ panoramic view of the city is often used for 
high-profile meetings.​
   a) that​
   b) which​
   c) offering​
   d) offering a  



 

Exercise 5: Creative Construction 
Instructions: Complete each prompt by crafting a unique sentence using a complex 
relative clause or participial phrase that emphasizes the indicated aspect. 

1.​ Emphasize the age of a historic building and its architectural significance.​
 

2.​ Emphasize the talent of a young musician and his innovative style.​
 

3.​ Emphasize that a research study uncovered surprising results during a rare 
natural phenomenon.​
 

4.​ Emphasize the impact of a government policy on rural communities.​
 

5.​ Emphasize the rigorous training that led an athlete to win an international 
competition.​
 

6.​ Emphasize the beauty and tranquility of a secluded natural reserve.​
 

7.​ Emphasize the intricate flavors of a gourmet dish created by a top chef.​
 

8.​ Emphasize the innovative approach taken by a tech startup in revolutionizing 
digital communication.​
 

9.​ Emphasize the unyielding dedication of volunteers during a humanitarian crisis.​
 

10.​Emphasize the detailed research that led to a breakthrough in renewable energy. 

 



 

RELATIVE CLAUSES & PARTICIPIAL PHRASES SOLUTIONS 
 

Exercise 1: Gap-Fill with Complex Relative Clauses 
1.​ Solution: The architect, who designed the innovative museum, won numerous 

awards.​
 

2.​ Solution: The research paper, which was published last month, has already 
received critical acclaim.​
 

3.​ Solution: I visited the city that served as the ancient capital of the empire.​
 

4.​ Solution: The CEO, who announced her retirement, thanked her employees for 
their dedication.​
 

5.​ Solution: The novel that explores themes of identity and loss has been 
translated into several languages.​
 

6.​ Solution: We met a chef who creates fusion cuisine unlike anything I had ever 
tasted.​
 

7.​ Solution: The conference room, which overlooks the bustling downtown, is 
reserved for the board meeting.​
 

8.​ Solution: She adopted a dog that had been abandoned near the railway station.​
 

9.​ Solution: The painting that hangs in the gallery was restored after decades of 
neglect.​
 

10.​Solution: I received an email from a professor who specializes in medieval 
literature.  



 

Exercise 2: Combine Sentences into Complex Phrases 
1.​ Solution: The company launched a new product that has received 

outstanding reviews.​
 

2.​ Solution: The scientist conducted a groundbreaking experiment that 
challenged traditional theories.​
 

3.​ Solution: The museum displayed an ancient artifact that dates back to the fifth 
century.​
 

4.​ Solution: The author wrote an insightful article which was published in a 
renowned journal.​
 

5.​ Solution: The chef prepared a sumptuous meal that impressed all the guests.​
 

6.​ Solution: The engineer built a prototype that revolutionized renewable 
energy.​
 

7.​ Solution: The student, who was studying abroad, won the competition.​
 

8.​ Solution: The manager organized a seminar that attracted experts from all 
over the world.​
 

9.​ Solution: The photographer captured breathtaking images taken during a rare 
eclipse.​
 

10.​Solution: The teacher distributed handouts that contained valuable 
information. 

 
 

Exercise 3: Error Correction 
1.​ Correction: The scientist who has discovered the breakthrough has 

presented her findings at the conference.​
 

2.​ Correction: I met a musician who plays the cello extraordinarily well.​
 



 

3.​ Correction: The conference, which was scheduled last week, has been 
postponed indefinitely.​
 

4.​ Correction: The book, written by an author famous for his mysteries, is a 
bestseller.​
 

5.​ Correction: The director, who announced the casting, is known for his 
innovative style.​
 

6.​ Correction: The car, which is built in Germany, is renowned for its durability.​
 

7.​ Correction: The professor, whose lecture was captivating, specializes in 
Renaissance studies.​
 

8.​ Correction: The film, which I watched last night, was full of spectacular 
scenes.​
 

9.​ Correction: The garden, filled with flowers that attract thousands of visitors, 
is remarkable.​
 

10.​Correction: The apartment, which overlooks the river, offers a stunning view. 

 
 

Exercise 4: Multiple-Choice 
1.​ Answer: b) which was created​

 
2.​ Answer: d) who is renowned for his studies,​

 
3.​ Answer: c) which explores modern themes​

 
4.​ Answer: c) where​

 
5.​ Answer: b) whose performance​

 
6.​ Answer: a) having been​

 
7.​ Answer: b) originating in Italy​

 



 

8.​ Answer: a) that​
 

9.​ Answer: d) which exposed​
 

10.​Answer: d) offering a 

 

Exercise 5: Creative Construction 
(These are sample answers; actual answers will vary.) 

1.​ Example: "The building, which was constructed in 1720, stands as an iconic 
monument in the centre of the city."​
 

2.​ Example: "The young pianist, whose innovative techniques defy conventional 
norms, captivates audiences globally."​
 

3.​ Example: "The study, conducted during a once-in-a-lifetime meteor shower, 
revealed unexpected patterns in climate behavior.”​
 

4.​ Example: "The policy, formulated after extensive rural consultations, has 
revitalized local economies."​
 

5.​ Example: "The champion, who trained with relentless discipline, clinched the 
international title despite overwhelming odds."​
 

6.​ Example: "The reserve, which offers visitors an oasis of unparalleled serenity, is 
nestled deep within a secluded valley."​
 

7.​ Example: "The gourmet dish, which bursts with a symphony of flavors, was 
prepared using secret family recipes and exotic spices by one of the greatest 
chefs."​
 

8.​ Example: "The startup, pioneering a merger of artificial intelligence with sleek 
design, has redefined digital communication."​
 

9.​ Example: "The volunteers, whose tireless efforts transformed disaster into hope, 
delivered critical relief to affected communities."​
 

10.​Example: "The breakthrough, resulting from years of dedicated research, has 
revolutionized our understanding of renewable energy." 
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